Covert Operations Dominant 



Associated press 


Covert operations have 
dominated CIA activities 
throughout most of its 29- 
year history at the expense 
of its intended role of intel- 
ligence collection and analy- 
sis, according to a Senate in- 
telligence committee staff 
report. 

The emphasis on covert 
operations, encouraged by 
U.S. Presidents, resulted in 
extreme secrecy that al- 
lowed such abuses as assas- 
sination plots against for- 
eign leaders and drug tests 
on unsuspecting human 
guinea pigs to occur, the re- 
port added. 

The 107-page report enti- 
tled “History of the Central 
Intelligence Agency” was re- 
leased yesterday as one of 
the last in a series of vol- 
umes issued by the intelli- 
gence committee. 

When it was created in 
1947, the CIA “was intended 
to produce national intelli- 
gence estimates independ- 
ent of policy biases and to 
provide direction over, the 
other intelligence organiza- 


tions to minimize duplica- 
tion of efforts,” the report 
said. However, “within two 
years of its creation the CIA 
assumed functions very dif- 
ferent from its principal 
mission, becoming a compet- 
ing producer of current in- 
telligence and a covert oper- 
ational instrument in the 
American cold war offen- 
sive,” it said. 

During the 1950s under 
Allen Dulles the CIA spent 
more than half its annual 
budget on covert operations 
against what policymakers 
believed was a worldwide 
Soviet threat, according to 
the report. 

Extreme secrecy affected 
the quality of intelligence 
since analysts were denied 
access to raw data collected 
by undercover agents in the 
field, according to the re- 
port. 

During the 1960s, 
“paramilitary operations be- 
came the dominant CIA 
clandestine' activity” with 
the agency waging secret 
wars in Cuba, Laos and Vi- 
etnam, it said. Spending on 


clandestine projects contin- 
ued to consume more than 
half the agency budget, it 
added. 

The number of covert op- 
erations began to decline 
near the end of the 1960s, 
partly as a result of the ex- 
posure by Ramparts maga- 
zine of CIA funding of stu- 
dent groups and private 
foundations, the report said. 
The decline continued into 
the 1970s as U.S. policy to- 
ward Russia changed from 
confrontation to detente, ac- 
cording to the report. 



